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Hermiston Irrigation District

Board of Directors

October 12, 2023
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Findley called the October Regular Board Meeting of the Hermiston Irrigation District Board of Directors to order at 4:03 p.m.
ROLL CALL: Bookkeeper Nash recorded all in attendance. Present at the meeting were Directors Bryan Allstott, Ian Findley, and Bryon Zumwalt; District Manager Annette Kirkpatrick via Telephone; Field Manager Wyatt Cleaver; Bookkeeper Sonia Nash; and Bureau of Reclamation Umatilla Field Office Manager Chet Sater. Directors Jeremy Bolen and Steve Wallace were not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
GUESTS: 
NEW AGENDA ITEMS TO CONSIDER: Nothing to be added to New Business.

MINUTES: The Board reviewed the minutes of the September 14, 2023 Regular Board Meeting.  Director Zumwalt moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Director Allstott seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & VOUCHERS: The Board reviewed and approved the September 2023 Profit & Loss Report and Check Voucher Report. The Board reviewed and approved the accounts payable receipts and Bank Statements.  Bookkeeper Nash gave a report of the District’s financial standing. 

Bookkeeper Nash advised the Board that collection calls were not made and that there remains approximately $31,082.39 in outstanding account receivables, with $6,478.56 of that remaining from previous years.

Bookkeeper Nash advised the Board that she had placed 2 second round liens on October 6, 2023. She also reported that a total of 17 liens were placed for the 2023 season.
Bookkeeper Nash advised the Board that HID had received payment in full from patron Nova Parker on September 21, 2023. She also stated that HID did not have to send this to the attorney’s office as previously approved by the Board.
FIELD MANAGER’S REPORT:  Field Manager Cleaver reported to the Board that the field crew members have been conducting regular maintenance. Crew has been mowing the Feed Canal, dipped the ME-Line and R-Line. They have completed work at the Feed Dam site in the Umatilla River. 
Field Manager Cleaver reported that he has inspected the leak on the R-Line on Glemm Rd that needs to be repaired prior to the County chip sealing Glemm Rd.
Field Manager Cleaver reported to the Board that HID began shut down for the 2023 irrigation season on October 9, 2023 and completed shut down on October 10, 2023.

OLD BUSINESS

ELECTIONS- DIVISION 1, 2, & 5: Bookkeeper Nash reported to the Board that HID had only received one petition for Division 1, from Bryon Allstott and that HID did not receive any nominating petitions for Divisions 2 or 5.  She also reported that Directors Bolen and Wallace stated that they are available to be appointed for the 2024 year. Directors for those two Divisions will need to be appointed at the 2024 Organizational Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

No new Business to bring to the Board.

NON-ACTION ITEMS
FEMA-MAXWELL PUMP STATION AND PIPELINE PROJECT: District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that IRZ continues to handle submittals and project management. C&E Trenching is continuing to order and purchase materials. She also stated she had received an e-mail today and that excavation will begin on or around November 6, 2023. 
THEATER LN LAND SALE: District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that HID expects to receive $25,000 in earnest money by October 26, 2023, per the PSA.

WATERSHED PLAN-EA NRCS/FCA WORK: District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that FCA continues to work on the conserved water alternatives and financial benefits of piping the B-Line. They have begun to engage Historical Research Associates to complete the cultural reports. They have been provided a list of B-Line users and will be calling to interview those patrons. FCA will most likely be attending the November Board Meeting to go through the Conserved Water Alternatives with the Board. Once the Watershed Plan-EA is written and the conserved water alternatives are identified, HID will be responsible for following through with the options identified in the Plan. Such options include leaving saved water in Cold Springs Reservoir for wildlife, habitat and recreational benefits; reducing HID’s stored water certificate and not having water pumped from the Columbia River; permanently leasing stored water instream in the Umatilla River; eliminating live flow diversion from the Maxwell Diversion; and reducing our water right certificate.
CTUIR TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT: There has been no movement on this matter.
RENTALS: 

4th ST HOUSE: Field Manager Cleaver reported to the Board that repairs to the 4th St House are still in progress and are moving forward smoothly. HID was able to secure a contractor to replace the bathroom/kitchen wall and repair the plumbing in the bathroom, laundry room, and under the house. HID crews have cleaned up the grounds and completed the inside painting and minor repairs.

ECHO HOUSE: District Manager Kirkpatrick received a text from Raeanne Bettencourt on September 21, 2023 stating that she was responding to a call that she missed from Sonia Nash a couple of weeks prior. She is now stating that half of the room lights in the house don’t work, the lights flicker on and off but won’t stay on, and half of the outlets in the house haven’t worked since they moved in. District Manager Kirkpatrick stated that she then called Connor Bettencourt to discuss the matter. He stated that it is not half of the house, but that he was unable to get the light switched out that is flickering and that 2-3 outlets on one wall in the living room are not working. This information was relayed back to Mrs. Bettencourt and she responded that she and her husband had discussed the matter and resolution, but she forgot. District Manager Kirkpatrick decided that it would be best to schedule an electrical inspection. She called Big River Electric and asked them to schedule a convenient time to do the inspection with Mrs. Bettencourt, as agreed to with the tenants.   

STATELINE CDL CLASS: Director Zumwalt asked if there was any resolution for the CDL Class in regards to SDAO recommendations. Field Manager Cleaver reported that there was no progress as he has not spoken with District Manager Kirkpatrick in regards to this matter since the last Board meeting.
MANAGER’S REPORT: District Manager Kirkpatrick went through the calendar of events with the Board as listed on the agenda.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Director Allstott moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:13 p.m.  Director Zumwalt seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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